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further” The party subsequently won nine seats in the recent Greek 
legislative elections. 

Even in Europe, however, where European integration makes 
cross-border electioneering possible, the challenges are enormous, 
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beginning with the EU’s 24 official languages. “Its very difficult to 
persuade national parties that it’s in their interest to establish trans- 
national coordination and relinquish some sovereignty,” says Lorenzo 
Marsili, author of Citizens of Nowhere. “Tve talked to dozens of party 
leaders across Europe. They think nationally, their strategic campaign- 
ing is done nationally, and they think they won't have much to gain in 
investing in transnational structures, with the Greens being something 
of an exception” 

For Mary Kaldor, the future of partisan campaigning within the 
European Union is “less a question of creating trans-European parties 
and more about building up coalitions that already exist She cites 
the same anti-political sentiment in Europe that Annabel Park has 
observed in the United States. After all, voters have witnessed what 
happens when progressive parties take power. Progressive leaders in 
Latin America transformed mainstream politics by, for instance, intro- 
ducing family payments in Brazil to reduce poverty and helping to end 
political impunity in Chile. But progressive parties have succumbed to 
some of the same problems that have afflicted liberal and conservative 
parties, such as corruption. Also, the electoral success of progressive 
parties has created a certain dependency, particularly as these govern- 
ments co-opted social movements. “This weakened social movements 
and civil society, which lost their critical role, for instance, on the cor- 
ruption issue,” points out Oded Grajew. 

One way of splitting the difference between partisan and non-par- 
tisan organizing is to embrace a platform transnationally—such as 
the Green New Deal (GND). Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (AOC), the 
outspoken democratic socialist elected to Congress in 2016 who has 
promoted the GND, “has been an enormous inspiration for people 
in Europe, even for the Democratic Left Alliance in Poland; reports 
Bartosz Rydlinski. “We are copying the argument of the Green New 
Deal.” In Europe, most member countries of the European Union now 
back a call to put the Green New Deal at the heart of the economic 
response to the pandemic, with the European Commission's vice pres- 
ident pledging that every Euro of recovery funding “must flow into a 
new economy rather than old structures.” 

The inspiration goes beyond Europe. In South Korea, the Green 
New Deal was a major element of the ruling party’s platform in its 
2020 election victory. “People in the Global South are in fact inspired 
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by AOC,’ Walden Bello concurs, “and are looking very carefully at the 
strategizing and approaches that she and other new women represen- 
tatives in the House are providing.” 

Another strategy is to break down the traditional separation 
between groups that work on electoral politics and those that work 
across borders. “These are both important parts of the movement, 
argues Tobita Chow of Justice Is Global out of Chicago. “A big part of 
what we are trying to accomplish is to bridge that gap.” The new group 
has brought together U.S. workers with laborers from other countries 
to make the case for global economic justice at presidential forums in 
early primary states in fall 2019. 


THE STRUCTURE OF ORGANIZING 


Right-wing movements are notoriously hierarchical, often organized 
around a single man (or, very rarely, woman). Outside of Commu- 
nist parties and movements, which also tend to be hierarchical, the 
left has been suspicious of too much verticality. Consider the Occupy 
Movement, which avoided leaders and structures. The left, points out 
Ethan Earle, takes pains to make sure that its structures are “at least 
somewhat democratic and respectful of human rights. The far right 
doesn't share these values. It wants to win and that’s all. It'll figure 
everything else out afterwards.” 

Laura Roth sees virtues in more horizontal organizing. “The left has 
traditionally tried to organize in ways that are not different from the 
right—and sometimes even worse in hierarchical, centralized ways— 
and that hasnt been successful,” she points out. “Td like to think that 
more horizontal and decentralized ways have the advantage of making 
the efforts less vulnerable to attack. A network is harder to attack 
compared to a visible structure.” 

“There is a suspicion of hierarchy, I accept that; counters Francine 
Mestrum of Global Social Justice in Belgium. “But a hierarchy can be 
made democratic. Trade unions are hierarchical, but they are demo- 
cratic.” Elsewhere, she writes, “the attachment to horizontality has now 
become a cover for hiding the really existing power relations. There 
is no structure, no one has any responsibility, and hence there is no 
accountability. There is no transparency, let alone democracy.” 
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Srećko Horvat agrees: “The problems from the future are actually 
so big that you need more verticality in the sense of efficient deci- 
sion-making process and global cooperation. For instance, if you have 
hundreds of millions of climate refugees, you really need a strong plan 
and infrastructure to handle this.” 

A related tension in transnational organizing has been between 
social movements and NGOs. At the World Social Forum, those who 
favor direct action against structures of power and those who favor 
engagement to reform structures of power have often been at odds. 
Although the Social Movements Assembly met during the forum to 
formulate consensus positions, Shalmali Guttal believes that the WSF 
“was much more a space for middle-class organizations. The class char- 
acter of the organizers and participants was not that of the majority 
who are living in very dire straits today and who might be capable of 
organizing on the ground.” Fiona Dove agrees: “The big World Social 
Forums at one point got very NGOized. Who got to go were other 
NGOs, not necessarily movements, and those with access to donors 
who could pay their way. At some point there was a sense that they 
were no longer representative.” 

One way of squaring this particular circle is the “inside-outside” 
strategy. NGOs attempt to influence policymakers on the inside with 
more-or-less quiet diplomacy. Meanwhile, on the outside, social move- 
ments make noise in the streets and otherwise mobilize people power 
in support of more radical change. If the two work at cross-purposes, 
they can cancel each other out. But if they cooperate, they can become 
more than the sum of their parts. 


AGENTS OF CHANGE 


Activism requires activists. The challenge for transnational activism 
is the lack of international institutions that can employ or otherwise 
support such activists. “Transnational organizing in the traditional 
sense is very difficult at this point without an institutional base,” Gar 
Alperovitz points out. 

One such institutional base remains the union movement. “Despite 
the challenges unions face, were still the largest global force? Cathy 
Feingold says. The International Trade Union Confederation, where 
Feingold is the deputy president, represents over 200 million workers 
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in over 300 affiliates. In terms of transnational activism, she points to 
new organizing in the informal economy, to a recently opened Just 
Transition Center to address the common interests of workers and 
a sustainable economy, and to the role that unions have played in 
democratization, like the Tunisian General Trade Union that shared 
the Nobel Prize in 2015 and continues to represent the “glue for the 
inclusive democracy” in that country. 

Unions and workers organizations are taking on new transnational 
corporations like Amazon. In 2018, for instance, Amazon workers in 
Germany and Spain went on strike—and Polish workers conducted a 
work slowdown—in a coordinated push for better wages and working 
conditions. Although many Western European companies have set 
up in Eastern Europe to take advantage of cheaper labor—Poland has 
special economic zones just like China and Mexico—“Amazon is the 
first example where we have an intensive connection with workers 
abroad,” reports labor activist Magda Malinowska of Inicjatywa Pra- 
cownika in Poznan. “They want to work with us because they now 
need us.” 

Organizing among domestic workers around the world has 
increased dramatically through the efforts of the National Domestic 
Workers Alliance, Jobs with Justice, and, beginning in 2013, the Inter- 
national Domestic Workers Federation, which represents 500,000 
domestic workers around the world. With continued job loss in man- 
ufacturing and agriculture, health care remains a growing field. “The 
lack of care infrastructure around the world is very real? Sarita Gupta 
observes. 


It calls into question a much larger set of questions around caregiv- 
ing and specifically around what people can depend on from their 
governments in terms of social programs. Theres an opportunity 
to create 50-85 million more jobs in the health care sector in the 
global economy. How we shape that is a huge opportunity. 


A growing challenge for the economic justice movement has been a 
“precariat” of temporary workers, part-time workers, workers without 
contracts, student workers, and so on. “In the Netherlands, only one 
in five people has permanent contracts: 80 percent of people are in 
precarious labor,’ notes Fiona Dove. “We need to rethink what we 
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consider labor. Is it only those with permanent contracts in blue-col- 
lar jobs, or can we consider it working people in a much bigger sense?” 

Economic precariousness is behind a good part of the new right’s 
electoral success. So, theres an urgent political need to reach out to 
this constituency. “We need to counter the skillful use of identity 
politics by nationalists with the ability to reach out to not only the 
moveable middle but also to the groups that feel threatened by polit- 
ical and economic change,’ argues Jordi Vaquer. “This has to do with 
blue-collar workers, of course, but also with small homeowners, the 
lower middle class. They and their children are getting employment 
that pays less well, that’s much more precarious. The inability to artic- 
ulate narratives to reach these groups makes them vulnerable to the 
populist arguments.” 

Another way of conceptualizing agency in this regard is to bring 
together all those fighting against economic inequality, which would 
unite workers with farmers, indigenous communities, the unem- 
ployed, and the otherwise marginalized. 

Fight Inequality Alliance, a global network founded in 2017, unites 
trade unions, social movements, and NGOs. “We have good strong 
policy recommendations on all the biggest policy levers to reduce 
inequality, many of them from our members and within the move- 
ment,’ explains Fight Inequality Alliance's Jenny Ricks, who is based in 
South Africa. “But we lack the countervailing grassroots people power 
to fight for a different future and a different type of system and society. 
We need to build power from below. It’s not about having polite advo- 
cacy conversations in corridors in capital cities.” Every January, Fight 
Inequality Alliance sponsors a week of action that coincides with the 
World Economic Forum in Davos. The Kenya chapter, for instance, 
held its alternative summit in 2018 at the Dandora landfill, a garbage 
mountain in Nairobi, which combined performances with discussions 
about inequality to create a microcosm of an alternative and equal 
society. 

Similarly, in the United States, the Poor People’s Campaign has 
revived Martin Luther King Jr’s final effort to unite the economically 
marginalized of all backgrounds. “The Poor People’s Campaign has 
managed to put together issues of war, environment, and economic 
justice” relates Edgardo Lander. “This offers a possibility of inclu- 
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sion that’s not seen as extremely radical or impossible but as common 
sense.” 

Another tactic to fight economic inequality has been the campaign 
Attac has organized globally advocating the levying of a tax on finan- 
cial transactions in order to slow down the rapid flow of capital in 
and out of countries, and to raise money for various purposes. The 
network is active in 40 countries where the tax is part of a larger effort 
to construct alternatives to neoliberalism, strengthen food sovereignty, 
or promote, as in Austria, a “good life for all.” 

Intellectuals, too, have played key roles in social movements around 
the world, including the changes in Eastern Europe in 1989 (Vaclav 
Havel), the anti-apartheid movement in South Africa (Desmond 
Tutu), the democratization of South Korea (Kim Dae-Jung), and the 
rollback of authoritarianism in Latin America (Michelle Bachelet). 
Today, Edgardo Lander points out, the right has been effective in 
taking its culture war into the university, where it seeks to suppress the 
left and promote philosophies like climate-change denial. “Theres an 
anti-intellectual version of the left that considers it not critical because 
it’s not working class,” he observes. 

Particularly when it comes to the environmental movement, young 
people are an important vector of change. “I’m inspired by voices of 
young people,’ says Kumi Naidoo. “They’re the main stakeholders of 
the future. High school students in particular have stepped forward in 
creative, powerful ways. The voices of young people might move CEOs 
and heads of state who have children and grandchildren” 

May Boeve started out a decade ago as part of the group of young 
people who launched 350.org. “People have always understood climate 
change as an issue where young people are particularly vulnerable,” 
she explains. “To have very young people publicly shaming political 
leaders for doing nothing has struck a moral chord now that’s really 
quite powerful” This new generation—through #FridaysforFuture 
and Extinction Rebellion—has many allies providing assistance (for 
instance, 350.0rg’s training director wrote a guide with them on how 
to organize climate strikes). In fall 2019, during the week of Septem- 
ber 20-27, people all over the world walked out of their jobs to join 
students on their climate strike. 

“This movement inspires me because millennials are playing an 
important role in their own future,” says Tunisian youth activist Salma 
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Belhassine. “The symbol is also inspiring because older generations 
judge millennials as nonchalant and internet-obsessed. But they are 
showing that they, too, can take the future into their own hands.” 

Women have also led the opposition to the far right. The women’s 
marches in Washington, DC, were a very visible signal of popular 
resistance to the Trump administration. The World March of Women 
has done the same thing on a global scale. “These right-wing move- 
ments are so misogynistic and intent on rolling back the gains of the 
women’s movement that women’s rights and women's issues have to 
be at the forefront of the response to the right,” says Walden Bello. “At 
the same time, in pushing this issue especially in the Global South, we 
have to address some of the concerns about security that have moved 
many women to embrace right-wing parties that have emphasized 
personal security.” 

Similarly, because the far right has targeted them, ethnic, racial, 
and religious minorities occupy an important place in any progressive 
response. “Black Lives Matter, which emerged in the U.S. of course, has 
been taken up by African migrants in France and among Afro-Brazil- 
ians; notes Khury Petersen-Smith. “Black Lives Matter has also been 
a vehicle for talking about other issues. In the U.S., it has involved cri- 
tiques of gender and heteronormativity, and there have been efforts to 
center an analysis around the leadership of black women and queer 
black folks.” In 2020, the protests against the police killing of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis spread not only throughout the United States, 
in big cities and small, but also internationally. Anger over racism and 
police brutality brought 20,000 into the streets in Paris, 10,000 dem- 
onstrators in Amsterdam, tens of thousands in Auckland, thousands in 
London and Berlin and throughout Australia. 

Migrants, too, have received the brunt of right-wing fury. The 
Transnational Migrant Platform—Europe (TMP-E) has served to 
amplify migrant and refugee voices. The Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal 
devoted two sessions (in Palermo in 2017 and in Barcelona in 2018) 
to the violation of the human rights of migrants, which also featured 
testimony from migrant representatives, and concluded that current 
EU immigration policy is guilty of systemic abuses amounting to a 
kind of “necropolitics.”® “Tt would be really useful right now to have the 
leadership of immigrant and refugee leaders, particularly those who 
have come from totalitarian-leaning societies,’ argues Eric Ward. “And 
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because they are connected to another society, they would naturally be 
able to draw on support from those other places. That would give us a 
jumpstart on building transnational relationships.” 

But migrants and refugees are also wary of the limelight. “They tend 
to be the ones who want to keep their heads down because society is 
already hostile to them,” explains Larry Olomoofe of PADLINK. “Even 
though we encourage them to fight for their rights, they'd rather deal 
with the situation as it is rather than escalate it.” 

One community often absent from the left’s list are the very people 
who voted for the new right. “True activism is going into spaces where 
people have very different views and winning them over,” maintains 
Kumi Naidoo. “Talking to ourselves about how bad the system: That’s 
not broadening the peoples camp? 
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Conclusion 


The left has engaged in a tremendous amount of transnational 
activism: within regions, translocally, on an issue-by-issue basis. But 
with a few exceptions, like the Black Lives Matter protests in 2020, this 
effort is not making headlines. Nor is it precipitating a wave of new 
progressive governance at the level of nation-states. 

Moreover, progressives are on the defensive in the face of well- 
funded and vigorous efforts by the new right to roll back the gains 
made by social movements over the last century of patient organiz- 
ing. The internet, once a utopian dream of free speech and creative 
potential, has been overwhelmed by right-wing trolls, conspiracy the- 
orists, and hatemongers. On top of this, a pall of despair has settled on 
people everywhere as they witness the effects of climate change, the 
corruption of public officials, and the ever-widening gap between rich 
and poor. 

The coronavirus pandemic represents yet another challenge. 
The new right has capitalized on the changes that the pandemic has 
accelerated—with respect to the global economy, borders, and gov- 
ernance—to advance its racist, xenophobic, and illiberal agenda both 
domestically and internationally. By riding a third wave of authoritar- 
ian rule—following the rise of fascism in the early twentieth century 
and the spread of autocratic rule throughout the Global South in the 
1960s and 1970s—the new right threatens to remake the rules of 
politics so that it can remain in power indefinitely and reshape society 
accordingly.* 

The new right has not been irreversibly successful. Rather, it created 
a sense of momentum through a few critical wins: the Brexit referen- 
dum in the UK in 2016, Trump’s election that year, Bolsonaro’s victory 
in Brazil in 2018. A few big wins at the national level could do the same 
for the global left. 
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If Orban or Erdogan loses an election, that will have a domino 
effect,” Ran Cohen points out. “Orban and Erdogan will claim that 
foreign forces are intervening in the elections, but they claim that 
anyway! So, let’s work together on a global scale to make sure that 
authoritarian leaders go home. 


Donald Trump's 2020 loss demonstrates that, despite his concerted 
effort to undermine democratic institutions, the electoral process, the 
court system, and impassioned community organizing continued to 
serve as a brake against autocracy. But 74 million Americans voted for 
Trump in the 2020 election. The Republican Party, ever more com- 
mitted to an agenda of xenophobia and illiberalism, has a powerful 
bloc in Congress and controls a majority of state houses. Nationalist 
populism remains a winning strategy in many countries around the 
world. And yet, after November 2020, some of the air has leaked from 
the new right’s balloon. “Without Trump, who's going to lead this? 
Brazil, Poland, and Hungary?” observes Eliane Cantanhéde, a Brazil- 
ian political commentator. “The party’s over ... No one was taking this 
seriously anyway—but now without Trump, they'll just laugh”? 

Civil society triumphs at the global level can be as inspiring as elec- 
toral victories. El Salvador’s blanket ban on metal mining, instituted 
in 2017, was the result of a transnational effort.’ “It was a concerted 
campaign going on for years built around the front-line communities 
who faced mining taking place in their backyards,” Ethan Earle notes. 
“The tipping point in the campaign was when the archbishop of El 
Salvador, whod been wavering, read the Popes encyclical on climate 
change, changed his position, and came out in favor of the campaign.” 

Patrick Bond of the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannes- 
burg points to other key transnational victories, such as the Montreal 
Protocol in 1987 to restrict CFCs affecting the ozone. “The single 
greatest victory was the movement to secure anti-retroviral medicines 
for free? he argues, “thanks to ActUp and African civil society led by 
the Treatment Action Campaign in South Africa working together to 
reverse [former President Thabo] Mbeki’s opposition. This victory 
raised life expectancy in South Africa from 52 years at birth in 2005 
to 64 in 2019.” The UN Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, 
and Malaria was vital to ensuring treatment access across the world, 
he adds. 
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Similar victories by the left in the future could have a catalyzing 
effect. The problem at the moment, however, is that in addition to 
several key wins under its belt, the new right has a vision of the future 
it wants. This vision is intolerant, exclusionary, and backward-look- 
ing, but it is a clear alternative to the current more-or-less liberal status 
quo. The left is still casting around for a similarly clear vision of an 
alternative to this status quo. 

“Marxism so monopolized thinking on the left for 100 years in 
terms of social classes, bourgeoisie, proletariat and so forth,’ Larry 
Rosenthal points out. “It was effective in many ways but it ran dry and 
nothing has replaced it. What is necessary is some synthetic vision and 
its success somewhere.” Fiona Dove also recalls when the left had a 
theoretical consensus around an understanding of the world. “T find it 
difficult to think of how to move forward without a common frame- 
work within which you build a political identity,” she concludes. 

“We have a crisis of alternatives,” laments Luciana Ghiotto, coordi- 
nator of the Continental Platform Latin America Better without Free 
Trade Agreement. 


The World Social Forum showed its limits: the limits of only getting 
together to talk about how much we hate neoliberalism. But we need 
to be moving forward with alternatives. We also have a new wave of 
global social movements from what we had 20 years ago centered 
around two dynamic movements: climate action movements and 
the feminist movement. 


It is easy to become pessimistic given the urgent threats and the 
failure, so far, of the left to come up with a popular, integrated political 
platform in the face of ascendant authoritarianism. One option is to 
step back, to hibernate in the equivalent of modern monasteries. “We 
could rather think about where to retreat, where to organize non-au- 
thoritarian pockets, self-organized communities where we can save 
and further develop the knowledge about humanism, human rights, 
and solidarity,’ Wolfram Schaffar says. “We may have to go through a 
difficult time until we can reconstruct what we now take for granted 
as civilization.” 

Another option is to ignore the new right, particularly if the move- 
ments are simply making a lot of noise and are not in control of key 
institutions. “Right-wing populists attack institutions and, because of 


129 


RIGHT ACROSS THE WORLD 


that, they are not governing. Therefore, they can’t produce results,” 
points out Jan Nederveen Pieterse. “By criticizing, attacking, and tar- 
geting them, you may make them appear stronger than they are.” The 
identitarians, for instance, have a limited following that doesn’t even 
add up to a movement. And new right figures like Steve Bannon often 
exaggerate their own global clout. Deprived of the fuel of media atten- 
tion, they will eventually run out of gas. 

Preparing for battle is a third option. “We need to be prepared when 
the next crisis hits. Sooner or later, something will break, whether it’s 
financial, climatic, or geopolitical in a way that will speed up the reor- 
ganization of the global system. The last time this happened in 2008, 
we were not prepared,” Lorenzo Marsili points out. 

When it hits, well need a few clear ideas of what needs to be 
changed, notably in the international system, and sufficiently worked 
out alliances between movements and parties across the world to use 
that window of opportunity that a crisis gives you to change the global 
structures. It will be a race: who will best manage the coming crisis. We 
are not winning this race. 

But, he adds, “That's how all the beautiful movies begin. You have to 
be lagging behind in order to catch up and win. Otherwise it’s not fun 
and no one watches it.” 

The next crisis, which hit after I spoke to Marsili, indeed revealed 
progressives to be still unprepared and still in the underdog position. 
But has the coronavirus pandemic also provided an opportunity for 
progressives to turn the crisis to their advantage? 

It is often said that the Chinese character for crisis (wei-ji) trans- 
lates into danger (wei-xian) plus opportunity (ji-hui). The reality is a 
bit more complex. Rather than opportunity, explains Sinologist Victor 
Mair, the second element of the crisis character really translates into 
either “incipient moment” or “resourcefulness” or “machine? “Any 
would-be guru who advocates opportunism in the face of crisis should 
be run out of town ona rail, for his/her advice will only compound the 
danger of the crisis,” Mair adds.* 

Following Mair’s analysis of the critical phoneme ji, the current coro- 
navirus crisis is not danger plus opportunity but a time of danger anda 
moment for technological resourcefulness. In other words, digging into 
the word “resourcefulness, it’s a time to deploy scientific know-how to 
put available resources to more efficient or ingenious use. 
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Progressives, by offering the Green New Deal, are proposing just 
that: deploying scientific know-how to put available resources to more 
efficient or ingenious use. A “Global” Green New Deal, meanwhile, 
offers the kind of internationalist framework that could revive trans- 
national cooperation at all levels: among international organizations, 
nation-states, civil society, and local initiatives. 


THE GLOBAL GREEN NEW DEAL 


Despite its political successes, the new right has an Achilles’ heel. It has 
no credible response to the most urgent threat facing the planet: the 
current climate crisis. 

For the last couple of years, new right leaders like Donald Trump 
and Brazil's Jair Bolsonaro have ignored climate change and boosted 
support for extractive industries like oil and coal. Thanks to Trump, 
the United States was the only country to pull out of the Paris climate 
deal. Bolsonaro, meanwhile, reneged on Brazil’s offer to host the 
climate confab in 2019, which wrapped up in Madrid instead. Despite 
these ostrich moves by Trump and Bolsonaro, the climate crisis hasnt 
gone away. In fact, it’s gotten worse. 

Prior to the pandemic, the world utterly failed to restrain carbon 
emissions despite dire warnings from the scientific community. In 
2020, despite a dip in emissions due to the economic downturn caused 
by COVID-19, the world again registered an all-time high in carbon 
dioxide concentration in the atmosphere.’ The radical right doesnt 
have a plan to reduce carbon emissions. One wing of the movement 
continues to deny that there even is a crisis. The other wing is focused 
on dealing with only the demographic effects of the climate crisis—by 
proposing higher walls to keep out a future wave of climate refugees.° 

The new right is unable to rise to this challenge. It has no effective 
response to the climate emergency other than to pretend that it doesn't 
exist. “I think that the right will go into a profound crisis on these 
questions, argues Tom Athanasiou of EcoEquity in Berkeley. “At this 
point, climate denialism, as a movement with any sort of legitimacy, is 
over. It’s just a zombie phenomenon with billionaire funders propping 
up the sock puppets.” 

The Green New Deal, meanwhile, offers an inclusive response. The 
GND is not just about marshaling national (and eventually interna- 
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tional resources) to combat climate change. It is intersectionality 
par excellence. The policy initiative, in the admittedly sketchy form 
introduced in the U.S. Congress, involves many of the infrastructure 
financing, job retraining, and targeted subsidies for green industries 
that the left has championed as a way to win back voters disillu- 
sioned by neoliberalism. It can also serve as a power strip that other 
movements can plug into: immigrant rights, the women’s movement, 
anti-racism activists. 

Although U.S. journalist Thomas Friedman coined the phrase Green 
New Deal, the concept is not an American invention. The Green New 
Deal Group began in the UK in 2007. South Korea launched something 
similar in 2009. That same year, the UN proposed taking it global.’ So, 
it is no surprise that the Green New Deal has already established (or 
re-established) a transnational following. Yanis Varoufakis, the former 
Greek finance minister who co-founded DiEM25, calls the Green New 
Deal the “glue and cement” that can hold together a political alliance 
of greens, leftists, and liberals and serve as “both the inheritor of and 
a radical improvement on” the Juncker Plan of 2015, otherwise known 
as the European Fund for Strategic Investments. In Asia, a GND 
could push China's Belt and Road Initiative toward greater sustainabil- 
ity.” For Africa, a GND could provide an opportunity for countries to 
leapfrog over existing technologies and achieve parity with the Global 
North at far less cost to the environment. 

The Global Green New Deal cannot be solely an initiative of the 
rich. Tom Athanasiou argues, 


If the wealthy countries were to come to a vision of the global 
GND that involved real public finance for the international bur- 
den-sharing mechanisms devised under the umbrella of the Paris 
agreement—and which have to be animated if were to have any 
hope of holding to the two-degree line, let alone 1.5C—that would 
certainly get the attention of people in the developing world.*° 


The World Social Forum served a convening function. Ultimately, 
many activists felt that it failed to produce strategic coordination, 
which involves the more political act of determining priorities and pro- 
posing collective action at all levels. The Green New Deal, meanwhile, 
can serve as the vehicle for strategic coordination. “The climate crisis 
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and complete environmental breakdown is our window of opportu- 
nity,’ argues Srećko Horvat. “This is the first time in human history 
that there is a single issue on which all of humanity can agree.” 

Setting up GNDs in every country, coordinating among them, and 
establishing new international institutions to finance the effort will be 
an enormous challenge. “The challenge is comparable to the one after 
World War II, when a set of new multilateral institutions were spun 
out? Athanasiou concludes. 

Prior to the outbreak of the coronavirus, governments and main- 
stream political parties routinely protested that there was neither 
political will nor sufficient resources to launch a vast, government-led 
initiative like the Green New Deal. The trillions of dollars spent on 
bailouts refute this argument. Unfortunately, much of that money went 
to shoring up a carbon-intensive status quo with money for extractive 
industries, airlines, and financial institutions.** But the climate crisis is 
an even larger existential threat to humanity, so progressives in every 
country must use the COVID-19 precedent to push for an even larger 
sum devoted to creating sustainable national economies and restruc- 
turing the global economy. 

A Global Green New Deal is not a quick fix. It is a transformative 
framework that will require an enormous commitment of time, orga- 
nizing energy, and finances. But that’s what progressives need right 
now. 

“One of the things that the right has been fantastically successful at 
is having a long-term project,” observes Jenny Ricks. Indeed, Gar Alp- 
erovitz sees the reversal of the right’s ascendance as a 30-year fight, 
comparable to the social movements of the past. “The environmental 
movement was nothing in the 1960s,” he recalls. “There were conser- 
vationists, not many environmentalists. Yet somehow a movement was 
built around a set of ideas and moral themes that has become poten- 
tially transformative on the climate change issue. The same thing can 
be said of feminism.” 


LEFT POPULISM? 


One variant of the Green New Deal is entirely reformist. It seeks to 
accommodate the existing structures of capitalism by relying on mar- 
ket-based solutions—like carbon taxes and cap-and-trade mechanisms. 
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Thomas Friedman, The New York Times columnist who originated the 
phrase, prefers to emphasize one aspect of the “New Deal” connection, 
which was FDR's effort to save capitalism rather than institute an alter- 
native.” In this version of market-based environmentalism, the Green 
New Deal represents a more technocratic than political solution to the 
climate crisis. 

But many progressives prefer to understand the GND as a way 
to build political support by pitting the corporate one percent that 
benefits from the current order—the fossil-fuel company executives, 
the small number of businesses that produce the largest amount of 
emissions, the wealthiest individuals with the largest carbon foot- 
print—against the 99 percent of people with modest means who bear 
the brunt of the consequences of climate change. 

In other words, the Green New Deal has been a battleground 
between those hoping to tweak the status quo and those aiming for a 
more substantial transformation of political economy. For those who 
support the latter, does the GND require a different kind of politics to 
confront the new right’s populism? 

The theorist Chantal Mouffe has been perhaps the most vocal 
proponent of left populism. She distinguishes between the tradition 
of political liberalism (rule of law, separation of powers, individual 
freedoms) and the tradition of democracy (equality, popular sover- 
eignty). By emphasizing popular sovereignty over the technocratic 
emphasis on experts managing the political realm, she argues for an 
anti-establishment politics that rallies the people against the politi- 
cal elite, the underdogs against those in power. A political party that 
effectively uses such a left populism, as Podemos has done in Spain, 
can potentially win back many of the working-class and middle-class 
voters that supported the new right populists because they were artic- 
ulating the only class politics in town." 

Mouffe also anticipates critics who charge that populists, whether 
left or right, have a poor record of dealing with minorities and 
movements that reflect identity politics. She foresees an ever-evolv- 
ing coordination between working-class interests and those of “new 
movements” to create a “common will” In this way, progressives don't 
choose between class politics and identity politics but are constantly 
articulating a “99 percent” category that includes both. In this way, 
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progressives maintain a rainbow cosmopolitanism and a coalition 
politics based on economic solidarity. 

As a political strategy, this left populism has much to recommend 
it. The rise of the new right speaks to the utter rejection of conven- 
tional political strategies of the “third way,’ triangulation, and corrupt 
patronage. Progressives have to offer something new but at the same 
time something sufficiently familiar to voters that they see it as viable. 
Thus, Bernie Sanders managed to create an effective coalition by 
bringing his left populism within the Democratic Party. By contrast, 
the Green Party in the United States has not met with similar success. 

The ruling coalition in New Zealand offers another successful 
variant of this kind of politics. Jacinda Ardern’s Labour Party reflects a 
synthesis of traditional social-democratic politics with a more recent 
overlay of identity politics. A second junior partner is the Green Party, 
which provides a sustainable spin on the usual Labour politics. But 
what made the New Zealand case so unusual is the presence of a third 
partner in the ruling coalition: New Zealand First. Led by a number of 
prominent Maori politicians, New Zealand First is a strong advocate 
for the indigenous community. Its economic positions also overlap 
with Labour’s. But New Zealand First has also maintained an anti-im- 
migration platform that overlaps with the agenda of new right populist 
parties in Europe and Trump’s Republican Party in the United States. 

New Zealand First occupied a number of key ministerial posi- 
tions in the Ardern government: foreign affairs, defense, and regional 
economic development. The party’s leader, Winston Peters, served 
as the minister of foreign affairs, which put him in the interesting 
position of defending New Zealand’s support of such pacts as the UN 
Migration Agreement. At the same time, the Labour Party couldn't get 
too far out in front on immigration questions without alienating its 
junior partner and by extension the constituency that supports it. The 
New Zealand example shows how progressives can incorporate David 
Goodhart’s “decent populism,’ which represents the views of those 
who have a very local identity, without foreswearing entirely a cosmo- 
politan “anywhere” identity. '* 

In the general election in October 2020, Labour won enough seats 
to form a majority government but nevertheless chose to bring the 
Greens back on board. It didn’t even have to contemplate reaching out 
to its third coalition partner. In a crushing loss, New Zealand First lost 
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all its parliamentary seats. The pandemic largely removed the immi- 
gration issue from the equation. But inviting the populists inside the 
tent also deprived the party of its outsider status and thus its political 
distinctiveness. 


A GEOPOLITICAL SHIFT 


The new right has articulated a rather old-fashioned view of geopoli- 
tics in which nation-states are like billiard balls whose external borders 
are hard and impermeable. These sovereignists have pushed back 
against giving greater authority to international institutions. They 
have also resisted the continuing efforts of progressive civil society to 
expand minority rights and protections, as well as to champion human 
rights internationally. 

At first blush, it seems that the coronavirus pandemic only strength- 
ens the new rights backlash against globalism. Given the short-term 
responses to COVID-19—strengthening of borders, imposition of 
states of emergency, demonization of minorities—the political future 
of the globe is likely to be less democratic, less internationalist, and 
more intrusive. Additionally, the pandemic has aggravated social 
divisions, for instance, between those able to work remotely and the 
“essential workers” who expose themselves to the virus by picking 
up garbage, delivering mail, and staffing slaughterhouses and super- 
markets. It has concentrated economic power in the businesses best 
positioned to ride out quarantines and apply for government stimulus 
funds. And by making hundreds of billions of dollars available in these 
funds, frequently without appropriate oversight, the pandemic has 
also accentuated government corruption.’ But such pandemic trends 
fail to capture other dynamics of the crisis. 

Despite the largely national (and nationalist) responses to COVID- 
19, for instance, there is still a recognition in most quarters that a 
global pandemic requires global cooperation and a global solution. 
While Donald Trump has withdrawn the United States from the WHO 
amid criticism of the organization's uncritical stance toward China, the 
organization has elicited praise for mounting a rapid response on a 
miniscule budget.’® A beggar-thy-neighborism is to be expected in the 
first flush of a global panic. But the pandemic has also strengthened 
the international network of scientists, doctors, and policy profes- 
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sionals pushing for a more effective set of global rules for addressing 
these health threats, along with the requisite funding and authority to 
enforce them, as happened after the SARS outbreak in 2003. 

The new right is not only concerned about the preservation of 
national sovereignty. It has a certain vested interest in the balance of 
power at the geopolitical level. It supported Donald Trump not simply 
as a putatively charismatic leader but for his version of U.S. hegemony, 
in which the United States allowed its junior partners full authority 
within their borders. Donald Trump only cared about human rights 
in U.S. adversaries like China or Venezuela or Cuba, a position that 
aligned with the concerns of repressive U.S. allies like Saudi Arabia and 
Egypt. A similar commitment to non-interference initially attracted 
many authoritarian leaders to China, which has also been strictly sov- 
ereignist in its orientation, one of several ideological overlaps with the 
new right. Although Joe Biden promises to reprioritize democracy and 
human rights in U.S. foreign policy, Trump did much to undermine 
U.S. authority on these issues. Having observed U.S. politics whipsaw 
from Obama to Trump to Biden, the international community will be 
wary of investing too much faith in American claims to be a beacon of 
liberal internationalism. 

With the European new right on the ascendant, the European 
Union too cannot unequivocally champion liberal internationalism. 
The pandemic has, alas, not presented an opportunity for the inter- 
national community to come together to tackle a common problem. 
Nor does the Leviathan option, with its emphasis on coercion to solve 
major global problems like climate change, preserve any space for the 
traditional concerns for human rights. 

Progressives can and should offer a new internationalism that 
rejects both U.S. and Chinese hegemony in favor of a more equita- 
ble and democratic distribution of power. Such an internationalism 
must also reject nineteenth-century notions of inviolable national 
sovereignty as the nation-state is incapable of unilaterally addressing 
climate change, pandemics, or global supply chains. Pandemics do not 
recognize borders or the distinction between Global North and Global 
South. Rising oceans and superstorms will impact everyone. These 
global problems have remade the map of the world. Geopolitics hasn't 
yet caught up to that fact. 


RIGHT ACROSS THE WORLD 
LOOKING AHEAD 


The new right has hijacked much of the agenda and even some of the 
tactics of the left. And now it is hijacking the internationalism of the 
left as well. These forces are increasingly networked at the government 
and party level, through civil society interactions, and in cyberspace. 
They have developed a compelling narrative of “make [insert country 
name] great again” that plays on anxieties over a demographic, 
economic, and political “replacement” by those of a different ethnic- 
ity or religion. 

Although the new right has disparaged the “administrative state,” 
once it takes power at a national level, it often finds the levers of 
state power to be useful for the realization of such goals as border 
control or the promulgation of “family values.” The same applies at a 
regional level. The new right discovered that rather than destroying 
the European Union it might be better served taking over the institu- 
tional apparatus. Despite broadsides against “globalists,” the new right 
may well come to the same conclusion about international authorities 
if it gets closer to taking charge of institutions like the World Bank. 

The left has not abandoned transnationalism. Environmental, 
economic justice, and peace groups are perhaps better networked now 
than ever before. Groups are organizing within regions and across 
widely dispersed localities. Awareness of the linkages among issues 
has never been greater. 

And yet, the left seems a few steps behind on three fronts. It has 
not mobilized an effective global response to the far right. It has not 
woven together a popular and more strategically political succes- 
sor to the World Social Forum—a large-scale, multi-issue campaign 
that addresses urgent global threats such as climate change, economic 
inequality, and endemic military conflict. And it has not come up with 
a positive alternative narrative that combines messages of hope and 
urgency while mobilizing people of different backgrounds under a 
common banner. 

Above all, progressives need a quantum leap in transnational net- 
working to counter what the new right is setting up. The left does not 
need another global network simply for the purposes of communica- 
tion or one “based on old myths of unity and the effacement of internal 
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inequalities among its participants,” as Gadi Algazi points out. “Super- 
ficial international coalitions cannot address local complexity.” 

What is needed is strategic coordination. That coordination is par- 
ticularly critical given the urgency of the situation. This is not 1975 
or 1999. “While I have great faith in multi-issue organizing all over 
the world, I think that time will not allow them to stop the machin- 
ery of destruction,” observes Edgardo Lander. “How do you construct 
another possible world and be effective in stopping this massive 
machinery of destruction which is threatening life on earth?” 

The challenge, then, is to figure out how to combine the horizon- 
tality of organizing that respects local differences with the verticality 
of politics that the scale of the global problems demands. The Global 
Green New Deal addresses the urgency of climate change while also 
addressing the widespread discontent with neoliberal globalization 
that has provided a significant base of support for the populist right. 
With a “thousand flowers bloom” approach, many local initiatives can 
coordinate a decentralized campaign against the new right through 
monitoring, amplifying, and storytelling—within or at least near to the 
larger frame of the Global Green New Deal. 

But for the various Green New Deals to move from paper to policy, 
a more vertically organized campaign is indispensable. That requires 
cooperation among political parties across borders. It requires sus- 
tained NGO campaigns at the UN and through other international 
agencies. It requires social movements providing the “street heat” nec- 
essary at critical junctures to provide inside players with the power 
they need. It requires, in short, strategic coordination. 

Avoiding a climate catastrophe will also require a certain amount of 
coercion even more intrusive than the measures dictating face mask 
use and social distancing during the coronavirus crisis. At a national 
level, if voters support a Green New Deal, parliaments will still have to 
coerce a range of powerful interests (coal companies, oil and gas cor- 
porations, auto manufacturers, the military) to fall into line. And for 
any global pact that implements something similar, an international 
authority like the UN would have to coerce recalcitrant or non-com- 
pliant countries to do the same. This indispensability of coercion is the 
lesson progressives need to learn from the Leviathan problem. 

For such coercion to be democratic, a Global Green New Deal 
requires progressive internationalism: to create a structure that allows 
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for both horizontal and vertical organizing, that employs a coordinated 
“inside-outside” strategy, and that provides a truly democratic alter- 
native to the authoritarian movements of the right, left, and center. 

Another world is still possible, a world that is neither neoliberal nor 
hyper-nationalist. But it will require progressives to turn weaknesses 
into strengths, apathy into engagement, and frustration with the status 
quo into support for transformation. 

In this way, the best can regain their conviction to stem what Yeats, 
100 years ago, chillingly predicted would be a “blood-dimmed tide.” In 
this way, progressives can win the battle for another world. 
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